
ENG 3233   Shakespeare: The Later Plays 
Spring 2012 

T-R 12:30 -1:45  1.120 MB 
     

Professor Alan E. Craven  

Office Hours: 2.248M MB   T-R 1:45-2:30      

email: janone421@aol.com 
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February   2 The Winter's Tale 
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21 King Lear  (also read pages 1338-41) 

            [For The Norton Shakespeare, read A Conflated Text , pages 2479-2553.] 

 Topic for take-home examination 
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    8 Antony & Cleopatra 
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         3 / 4 Study Days  (No Class)   

  9      Final Examination 

      Wednesday 10:30 – 1:00 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Automatic “W” Drop Ends:  April 30 



 

TEXT:  

The Norton Shakespeare: Essential Plays  (2
nd

 Edition).  If you already own The Norton Shakespeare 

[complete plays] you may use this longer (and heavier) edition. 

In addition to the six plays to be read for this course, you should also read the General Introduction 

(pp. 1-78), the introductory essay for each play, and The Shakespearean Stage (pp. 79-99).  You must 

use The Norton Shakespeare or Essential Plays  to document written work.   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course treats selected plays from the second half of Shakespeare’s career: tragedies, romances, 

and one tragicomedy.  We shall look closely at each play to see how it creates its powerful dramatic 

effects, paying special attention to Shakespeare’s language.  We shall also be concerned with how the 

plays work on stage—Shakespeare’s stagecraft—in both seventeenth-century and modern stagings.  

 

CLASS POLICIES: 
Although this is primarily a lecture class, I hope to be able to have class discussions and allow ample 

time for questions. Each class builds on previous classes and regular attendance is encouraged, as is 

preparation for class.  Please be in class on time; I shall begin class promptly at 12:30.  Attendance will 

not be taken, but on quizzes you will be responsible for all material discussed in class.  You should 

have most of the assigned play read on the day we begin it and the whole play read on  our second 

class day (see the section “Quizzes” below), and you should always bring your text to class.  No early 

exams or make-up exams will be given and no late work accepted.  The only valid excuses for missing 

assignments are documented medical reasons, religious holidays, or authorized university activities;  if 

you must miss a class when an assignment is due or an exam is scheduled, you must contact me by  

email prior to the class and have the absence approved. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA: 
Quizzes     35% 

Mid-semester Examination   25% 

Final Examination    40% 

(Approximate percentages to determine final grade) 

 

QUIZZES: 
Regular unannounced short quizzes will be given.  These quizzes cannot be made up if you are late or 

absent.  Please bring paper and a pen to every class.  The quizzes will cover the plays, class handouts, 

dramatic terminology, and material emphasized in class. 

 

MID-SEMESTER EXAMINATION: 
The mid-semester examination will be a take-home essay, due February 28; the topic will be 

announced on February 21.  This essay must be typed.  It cannot be emailed to me. (Please also see 

“Class Policies.”) 

 

FINAL EXAMINATION: 
The final examination is an open-book essay examination.  You may use your Shakespeare text (the 

Norton edition only) but not class handouts or notes.  You should bring blue books and a pen. You 

must take the final examination to pass the course.  (Please also see “Class Policies.”) 
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